
 
Discover how in 8 steps to keep rats or 
mice out of your house in just 15 days  

 
Rodents, particularly rats, are closely linked to humans. That's because 
people and their dwellings provide them with the things they need most 
to thrive. If you have a rodent infestation, Huntsman Pets Control can 
help. We offer pest control in Lodon. 
 
First and foremost, there are some basic things that can be done to keep 
rats out of your home. 
 

What Do Rats Need? 
Humans provide the three essential things rats need to live: 

● Food 

● Water 

● Shelter 

Why are Rodents like Rats Dangerous? 
Rats cause several problems and can't be allowed to linger. The dangers of having 

rats in your home include: 

● Damage to your property. 

● The spread of disease, several of which can be fatal. 

● Contaminated food storage and preparation areas. 

● The risk of fires from chewed wires. 

 



How to Keep Rats Away 
The best strategy is to keep these kind of pests out of your home to start with. Once 

an infestation has begun they are hard to get rid of. Here are eight steps you can 

take to keep these rodents out of your home: 

1. Fill holes, cracks and gaps 
Rats can slip into holes the size of a quarter. Check your home for any opening that 

size and larger. Seal them up with proper materials. These include steel wool, 

hardware cloth, caulk, cement, and plaster. Weather-strip doors and windows if 

there are large cracks. 

2. Don't feed them 
Rats are resourceful. They will find things to eat around your property, so you have 

to be diligent in dealing with them. Cover garbage cans at all times. Pick produce 

from your garden and trees as it ripens. Pick up and compost fruit and vegetables 

that fall to the ground. Feed outdoor pets during the day and don't leave leftover 

food lying around. Don't store pet food outside without making sure it's in rodent 

proof containers. 

3. Remove their habitat 
Don't give these vermin a place to live. Remove debris such as limbs, old cars or 

appliances from your property. If you have wood piles or lumber, store them at least 

18 inches above ground and a foot or so away from your home and other walls. 

Remove heavy vegetation, as rats consider this is a great hiding place. 

4. Trim trees, shrubs and limbs back four feet from your home 
Rats aren't Olympians; they can't bridge that gap. 

 

 

 



5. Set traps inside 
There are several commercially available traps to catch rats inside your home that 

are not dangerous to pets and children, for example, cage traps. 

6. Use baits and poisons outside 
Toxic baits and poisons should be used outside the home. Rats can spread poison 

inside your home, making it dangerous for all. Always read and follow label 

directions. Make sure rat bait is in an enclosed bait station. Keep the bait where 

children and pets can't reach it. 

7. Check your neighborhood 
Chances are, rats are a neighborhood issue. If you have a rat problem, it’s probably 

you won't be the only one dealing with these rodents. Band together with neighbors 

to check community areas for rat activity. Take the same steps listed above in these 

areas. 

8. Call the pros 
In general, the most effective step for eliminating rats is to call on professional rat 

exterminators when you see evidence of a rat infestation. Rats are dangerous, so it's 

best not to take a chance when dealing with them. Expert help will give you much 

better results than working on your own. 

⚠  WAIT You have to know something very important 
A Brown Mouse or a Rat? Identifying Common Pests in London 

If you’ve been hearing the scurrying of tiny feet in your roof, behind your walls or 
appliances, it’s not something to ignore. 
A rat or mouse infestation is a very real problem and can cause major damage to 
parts of your home over time. Not only this but its also a health hazard to you and 
your family. 
But how do you determine the type of infestation you have? 
 
 
 
 

 

https://ccsenvironmental.uk/services/


 

Rodent Similarities 

It may be difficult to identify a rodent as it scurries past your feet at the speed of 
light. But there are other ways to tell what type of pest is living in your home. 
It’s common knowledge that most rodents look very similar, just with a variation in 
size and colour. The same goes for their behaviour — they are elusive and thrive in 
small, dark places. 
All rodents have one common identifying feature and that is their incisor teeth found 
in the upper jaw. They also tend to have short legs, a long tail, and small beady eyes. 
So, how can you tell the difference between a rat or brown mouse infestation in your 
home? 

The Key Characteristics of a Rat 

As a general rule-of-thumb, rats are worse in every way when it comes to a home 
infestation. This is because they are far larger, noisier, smellier, cause more damage 
and bring bacteria and disease into your home. 
There are two types of rats that could invade your home: the black and brown rat. 
The black rat has a slender body, large thin ears, a pointed nose, and a tail that’s 
longer than both head and body combined. 
Black rats usually measure approximately one foot in length, excluding their tail. 
The brown rat has a shorter, thicker body, small hairy ears, a blunt nose, and a 
shorter tail. In short, a brown rat looks very similar to a brown mouse, only a little 
larger. 

How to Identify Rats 

Here are a few simple ways to determine whether you have rats in your home: 

1. Droppings 
Rat droppings measure approximately 10-20mm in size, usually shaped like a 
banana. Rats are more likely to do their business in one common area, so you’ll find 
a pile of droppings, rather than scattered droppings. 

2. Holes 
Rats aren’t as inconspicuous when it comes to making holes. They usually measure 
25-50mm in diameter or one-two inches. This being said, they are especially 
talented at gnawing through almost any type of material, including concrete. 
Rats are a major pest as they can chew through electrical cables, which can cause 
power outages and electric fires. 
 

 

https://www.thespruce.com/rats-and-mice-spread-disease-2656481
https://www.earthkind.com/blog/what-surprising-things-can-a-rat-chew-through/


3. Noise 
Rats are far noisier than mice due to their size. They also need something to 
constantly gnaw on in order to wear down their teeth. Rats tend to chirp as a means 
of communication with each other, too. 

4. Eating Habits 
Brown rats are lovers of cereals. They tend to cut grain when eating, leaving behind 
”chopped” bits of food. They tend to look for food in the same place, which makes 
baiting them easier. 
Black rats, on the other hand, prefer moist fruit. They also tend to eat their food in a 
grain cutting manor. Black rats do not eat their food at the same location, on 
consecutive nights. This makes it a little trickier to bait and catch them with moist 
food. 
Rats need water to survive — approximately 40-60ml per day. 

5. Rat Behaviour 
Rats are cautious by nature. This is due to a natural evolution of neophobia — a fear 
of objects or changes in their environment. As such, rats are very jumpy and 
suspicious. This makes them difficult pests to pin down. 
Rats are usually pushed into your home because they are looking for a source of 
food. Usually, they prefer to nest and breed in empty buildings and drains. 

The Key Characteristics of a Brown Mouse 

A brown house mouse may look like a cute little critter, but they are indeed a pest. 
They have a brown-grey fur coat that covers the length of their tails as well. This 
characteristic makes them the most distinctive out of all mice species in the UK. 
Basically, they almost look hairless. They are also much thicker and scalier than 
other species of mice. They have black, beady eyes, large ears, a long, pointed nose, 
and small feet. 

How to Identify Brown Mice 

When living outdoors, a brown mouse can survive for up to a year at a time. But 
living indoors, they can survive for three years or more. Here’s how to spot them in 
your home: 

1. Droppings 
Mouse droppings are very small, measuring 1-2mm in size, usually shaped with 
pointed ends. Mice generally leave behind 80 droppings per day in a scattered 
fashion as they eat and move about. 
 

 



2. Holes 
Mice need very little to be able to burrow and squeeze their bodies into tiny places. 
Generally, all they need is a hole the size of a ball-point pen in order to burrow and 
move around. 

3. Noise 
In comparison to rats, mice can move around your home virtually undetected due to 
their small size and tiny feet. This makes their nest or infestation area very difficult 
to track or pin down. However, their communication is a little more distinctive, 
characterized by high-pitched squeaks. 

4. Eating Habits 
The key difference between rats and mice is that mice need very little if any, water 
to survive — generally 3ml of water per day. Mice tend to eat cereals, chewing in a 
kibbled fashion, leaving behind the outer husk of food. They tend to look for food in 
the same place, making them far easier to trap. 
 

5. Mice Behaviour 
Mice are far more curious than rats and will venture out into new territory — albeit 
cautiously. They prefer warm, cosy, dark spaces and build their nests in burrows. 

Looking for Pest Control Experts? 
If you think you have a brown mouse infestation in your home or workplace, at 
Huntsman Pest Control, we can help you, to get rid of that pest and not put at risk 
your health and that of your family or employees. 
We specialize in rodent, bedbug, wasp, cockroach, bird and ant pest control. We 
guarantee that a pest control specialist will visit your home or workplace. 

Rats or mice are one of the most frustrating household pests. They harbor disease, 

cause destruction to your home and contaminate your food. If you would like to 

know more about how to get rid of rats and many other household pests, please 

click on the link below and our team of professionals will contact you so that you can 

schedule a completely FREE INSPECTION. Plus if it's your first service with us 

we'll give you £30 FREE. 

 

---------> I WANT A FREE INSPECTION NOW <--------------- 
(Click here) 

 

https://huntsmanpestcontrol.co.uk/near-me/

