
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Pretty much every home has a spider in it, and most people don’t even know it 
because they don’t see it." 

 
When seasons change, many homeowners find themselves wondering how to get rid of 
spiders in the home. The solution is a combination of addressing their favorite hiding places 
and avenues into your home, plus a hefty dose of the homemade Spider Spray recipe below. 
 
Getting Rid of Spiders Indoors 
 
It’s not that spiders suddenly move indoors — in fact, some scientists claim you are always 
within three feet of a spider. But weather changes often lead us to start our Spring or Fall 
Cleaning or to swap out seasonal clothing and decor, and those activities send spiders 
scurrying for safety. 
 
Use a Layered Approach 
 
The most important thing to know about how to get rid of spiders is that it’s a process. 
You’ve got to remove places where they can hide first, then get rid of any spiders or 
cobwebs you see next, and finally, keep them from coming back by using homemade Spider 
Spray. 
Skipping one of these steps — by just sweeping away cobwebs and spraying, for instance, 
but not dealing with their favorite hiding places — means you’re eliminating the spiders you 
can see. That works fine for a while, but eventually, they’ll come out of hiding — probably 
just as you’re going to bed. 
 

Remove Spiders’ Hiding Places 
Spiders don’t like attention. They’ll scurry away when they hear you coming, hiding in clutter 
or places they’re not likely to be disturbed. Like cockroaches and mice, they love piles of 
unattended junk. 
Some spiders prefer damp, dark areas like basements and seldom-used closets. Others like 
warm, dry places like attics and the spot behind window treatments you rarely open. If you 
want to keep spiders out of your home, you’ll need to make a regular habit of cleaning those 
areas. 
Some common spider-attracting places: 
 

● Damp garages or basements 
● In cracked walls or gaps around pipes, windows, and doors 
● Piles of newspapers and old magazines 
● Open storage boxes in basements and closets 
● Heaps of laundry left on the floor 
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● Closets crammed full of things you rarely use 
● Under kitchen and bathroom sinks, especially if they leak 
● In houseplants — even the fake ones 
● In the corners of your room, especially high ceilings 

Clean Often to Remove and Prevent Cobwebs 
Running the vacuum through the center of the room and dusting horizontal surfaces isn’t 
enough to deter spiders from making your home their home. You already know they love to 
build webs; your job is to make sure that they can’t. 

Weekly Cleaning 
● Pick up clothes and other things left on your floor and put them away. 
● Shake curtains before cleaning a room to dislodge spiders and cobwebs. Let the dust 

settle a bit before proceeding to clean. 
● Dust furniture and anything on it like knickknacks, framed photos, and houseplants. 
● Vacuum wall-to-wall, including the corners of rooms and closet floors. Lift throw rugs 

and vacuum beneath them, too. 
● When cleaning the kitchen, move items that sit on your counters so you can clean 

behind and beneath them. Dust your kitchen decor, too. 
 

Monthly Cleaning 
At least once a month, clean the following to get rid of spiders and keep them from building 
cobwebs: 

● Dust ceilings, light fixtures, and walls monthly. Use an extension dusting pole if you 
can’t reach. 

● Vacuum behind and beneath small furniture like nightstands and end tables. 
● Move your bed and dust the wall behind your headboard, then vacuum the floor 

beneath the bed. Anything you keep beneath your bed should be in covered storage 
boxes, which also need to be moved and dusted monthly. 

● Remove vent covers on floor registers and dust them monthly.  
 
 
Seasonal Cleaning 
Every four months — when seasons change — is a good time to deep clean seldom-used 
areas of your home. The seasonal tasks below will help get rid of spiders in such areas, 
which helps keep them from exploring the rest of your home. 

● Clean your fireplace and fire accessories. Open and close your chimney’s flue, too, 
to dislodge any cobwebs that have accumulated. 

● Inspect your attic for leaks. Clean cobwebs, dust storage boxes, and sweep the attic 
floor while you’re up there. 

● Inspect the basement for leaks and cracks in the wall. Sweep the walls, dust storage 
boxes, and sweep the floor to dislodge cobwebs. 

● Move your car out of the garage so you can clean it. Be sure to sweep the ceiling and 
walls, as well as the inside of your garage’s exterior door. Purge clutter and 
rearrange storage boxes then sweep the garage floor. 
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How to Keep Spiders Out of Your Home 
Decluttering and cleaning will both do a lot to get rid of spiders inside your home. You should 
also take measures to keep outdoor spiders from coming inside, too. 
The steps below, combined with the homemade Spider Spray recipe, will do the trick. 

● Make sure your windows and doors seal properly. Use weatherstripping where 
needed. 

● Inspect your home’s foundations and walls for cracks — caulk or seal problem areas. 
● Don’t stack firewood against your home’s foundation. 
● Trim shrubs and trees to keep them away from exterior walls, and trim or mow 

grasses regularly. 
● Close your chimney flue when the fireplace is not in use. Not only will this help deter 

spiders, but it will also help control your utility costs, too. 
● Spiders and other pests often enter our homes via paper grocery bags. Use cloth 

grocery bags and launder them regularly. 
● You can also place spider glue traps where you often find spiders, like behind the 

water heater and under utility sinks. 
 
 

NATURAL SPIDER REPELLENT #1 – HERBS AND ESSENTIAL OILS 
Herbs have been used for centuries as a pest repellent and are still just as effective today. 
Essential oils in these plants act as nature’s bug repellent and insects tend to avoid them. 
You can make up small sachets of the dried herbs and tuck them around your home, or mix 
up a spider repellent spray.  
 
Spider Repelling Herbs and Essential Oils include:  

● Eucalyptus 
● Citronella 
● Lavender 
● Peppermint 
● Tea Tree 
● Cinnamon 
● Citrus 
● Cedar 

 
One drop of any of these essential oils will kill a spider. 
Please note: Do not get undiluted essential oils on skin, clothes or wood. Keep essential oils 
out of reach of children and pets. Do not spray surfaces where pets or children play with 
essential oil spray. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Reusable-Biodegradable-Eco-Friendly-Vegetable-Leafico/dp/B01N592S6B/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1529095316&sr=8-18&keywords=sachet+bag&linkCode=sl1&tag=commosensehom-20&linkId=cd6637be6c22395d68a5b946f31cede4


DO SPIDERS REALLY NOT LIKE PEPPERMINT OIL? 
I think everyone on the internet has seen images that say “spiders hate peppermint” or “use 
peppermint oil for spiders”. 
It's true that spiders generally don't like peppermint oil, but you can also use any of the other 
oils listed above. It's your choice. 
Use one or more of the essential oils above to make your own peppermint spider repellent 
spray or essential oil spider repellent spray. I demonstrate how to mix up a batch in the video 
below. (If the video doesn't display, please make sure your ad blocker is disabled.) 

DIY SPIDER REPELLENT SPRAY (PEPPERMINT SPRAY FOR SPIDERS) 
Ingredients 

● 5-10 Drops of any of the above essential oils, such as peppermint essential oil, or a 
combination of the oils 

● ¼ tsp Dish Soap 
● 12 oz of Distilled Water 

Directions 
Mix all the ingredients in a glass spray bottle and spray effected areas weekly until you no 
longer notice spider activity. 
 

NATURAL SPIDER REPELLENT #2 – DIATOMACEOUS EARTH (DE) 

Sprinkle diatomaceous earth along the areas where you see bugs or spiders crawling, such 
as window sills. Make sure that the DE is distributed evenly, like a thin layer of dust. 
Remember, DE won't stop bugs in their tracks, it will slowly dehydrate and kill bugs after 
coating them. The idea is to get bugs to move through DE in order to get exposed. House 
spiders are prime targets for DE. They are in a dry environment and can be dehydrated by 
DE quickly. 
If you live in a trailer or on a crawlspace, spread DE underneath your home. You can also 
add drops of peppermint essential oil to cotton balls and place them under your house. 

NATURAL SPIDER REPELLENT #3 – ADD PLANTS THAT REPEL SPIDERS 
Add spider-repelling plants around the perimeter of your home to deter spiders from taking 
up residency. 
Spider repelling plants for your garden include: 

● lavender 
● lemon balm 
● lemon verbena 
● eucalyptus 
● lemon grass 
● mint 

Cedar mulch also helps deter spiders. You can also shake cinnamon around the exterior of 
your house. Cinnamon works as an ant repellent, too! See also “Plants that Repel 
Mosquitoes“. 
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NATURAL SPIDER REPELLENT #4 – NUTS 

Place chestnuts around the outside of your home, under furniture or on windowsills. Horse 
chestnuts (Aesculus hippocastanum) or walnuts can also be used. 
…scientists are divided over whether the saponin compound found in conkers is an effective 
spider repellent. Some describe it as ‘an old wives' tale'.  
Spider expert Jack Fenwick said: 
‘The jury is out on whether it works. My cousin, who is very scared of spiders, tried conkers 
in her home and said it worked very well.' 
Some experts say saponin gives the seeds a bitter taste and a smell that could act as a 
natural repellent.  

 

NATURAL SPIDER REPELLENT #5 – STICKY TRAPS 
According to experts, glue traps are the single best way to get rid of your spider population 
and other insects. You can place them anywhere and they are non-toxic. 
You can buy traps at most hardware stores, or you can get the family involved and make 
them yourselves. 
For instructions on how to make your own sticky traps, go to Making Your Own Glue Traps. 
You can also buy sticky traps online. 

 

NATURAL SPIDER REPELLENT #6 – TOBACCO SPRAY FOR THE YARD 
To make a natural spray repellent to use in your garden and in your yard: 

● Boil 1 gallon (4 l) of water. 
● Add 1 package of pipe or chewing tobacco to the water and let the tobacco soak until 

the water cools to room temperature. 
● Strain this mixture into a clean container. 
● Put 1 cup of the tobacco juice and 1/2 cup of mint into a hose-end sprayer. 

 
Attach the hose sprayer to your garden hose and spray problem areas of your yard. This 
mixture also repels mosquitoes and other pests. 
Be selective in your spraying! This mix will also kill all the many beneficial insects in your 
garden, like lady bugs and beetles. Spiders are beneficial in the garden as well – eating lots 
of mosquitoes and plant pests. 
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http://www.amazon.com/J-R-Watkins-Liquid-Dish-Lemon/dp/B003YUW506/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1460819586&sr=8-4&keywords=lemon+dish+soap&linkCode=sl1&tag=commosensehom-20&linkId=fb857349acda89842f02dbf4be42690d


NATURAL SPIDER REPELLENT #7 – SPIDER REPELLING AIR FRESHENER 

Citronella repels more than just mosquitoes – it also repels spiders! Add a couple of drops of 
citronella essential oil to your candles or air filters. 
Spiders hate the smell of citronella and will avoid areas with this oil. Using lemon dust 
cleaner helps too.  

 

NATURAL SPIDER REPELLENT #8 – SALTWATER 
Salt is a natural type of spider poison, so it makes an effective pest control. Dissolve an 
ounce of salt (1/8 cup) in a gallon of warm water. Use the saline mixture to fill a spray bottle. 
Spray the salty solution directly onto a spider to kill it. Salt water is also effective at killing 
spider nests. This works best with thinner skinned spiders and immature spiders. 
 

 

If all else fails, you can always call a pest control 
company. 

 
If your marching orders are being ignored and a handful of ants turns into an army, you 

might just have an infestation on your hands. Call an expert to come inspect your home so 
they can identify the ant species and properly exterminate them..  If you think you have an 
ant infestation in your home or workplace, at Huntsman Pest Control, we can help you get 

rid of that pest, so you don't put yourself and your family's health at risk. We specialise in the 
control of rodent pests, bedbugs, wasps, cockroaches, birds and ants. We guarantee that a 
pest control specialist will visit your home or workplace. If you would like to know more about 
how to get rid of ants or other household pests, please click on the link below and our team 

of professionals will contact you so that you can schedule a completely FREE INSPECTION. 
Also, if this is your first service with us we will give you £30 FREE.  

 

----------> I WANT A FREE INSPECTION NOW <---------- 
(Click here)  
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https://huntsmanpestcontrol.co.uk/near-me/

